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Dear Friends,  

 

In April 2013 we took a trip to Vietnam and brought back home some unforgettable memories, the 

most beautiful ones being the bright smiles of the Vietnamese children! 

All our visits and meetings convinced us of the need and importance of our projects in favor of 

disadvantaged Vietnamese children. 

 

We were unfortunately forced to renounce to our school project in the Dak Nong province - as 

announced in our Newsletter N°8 - following a change in legislation regarding new constructions 

made on parcels of land owned by religious communities. 

However, our volunteer team there, has very quickly found an alternative solution which the 

Committee liked a lot: instead of constructing a new building, we would renovate an old one which 

would not be caught by the new legislation. 

 

 After evaluating the situation, we chose a home for child mothers, close 

to our first school in Duc Huy, built and run by Dominican sisters. It’s 

important to know that in Vietnam, an unmarried woman who becomes 

pregnant, is quite often rejected by her family. This kind of home 

welcomes such young mothers not only during their pregnancy but as 

well once the baby is born. With the support of the sisters, they will 

later on decide whether or not they wish to keep their baby or proceed 

with an adoption.  

During their stay in the home, they gain some independence while gardening and learning how to 

nurse their babies with the proper hygiene rules. They also have the possibility to go to school and 

learn some working skills which will later on enable them to support themselves. 

Thanks to the sale of their fruits and vegetables crops, the sisters and the young mothers are 

financially self-sufficient. They also own a small poultry and pig farm as well as a pond where they 

raise fish, giving them access to very healthy food and to some additional income. 

  

The building housing the community was however in a very poor state: the 

straw roof was infested with rats and snakes, there was no toilet and the 

kitchen was most rudimentary. 

We decided to help these young women by completely renovating the building. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 All the floors were tiled as well as the walls up to a certain height 

for reasons of hygiene and durability.  

 

Some showers and toilet were installed and a new kitchen built. 

We also supplied the home with beds, cribs, hammocks and other 

miscellaneous equipment in order to offer to the residents a 

secure, clean and pretty comfortable home.  

 

 

 This renovation project was conducted under the supervision of our 

dear volunteer Trang, who worked with a lot of dedication, helped by 

the sisters.  

Some of the workers, touched by our project, went as far as partially 

renounce to their salary! 

Thereafter the sisters sold the wood waste to buy a new wood stove 

which will be placed outside the building and should allow them to 

reduce the gas costs. 

 

In October, 5 young mothers with their 5 children and 3 pregnant women were living in the home, 

now bright clean and secure. 

 

 

Thank you for your help 

 

 

The Committee 

 

 

 


